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About
350PDX
350PDX advances climate justice by ending our 
dependence on fossil fuels, expanding clean 
energy and healthy ecosystems, and ensuring 
these transitions are equitable. We’re building a 
powerful, people-driven movement in and around 
Portland that connects communities, collaborates 
across coalitions, and drives policy change from the 
grassroots to City Hall.

With hundreds of active volunteers and thousands 
of action-takers and supporters, as well as a team 
of staff members, we do much of our work through 
coalition and partnership with local, regional, and 
national groups, and aim for all our work to be by 
and for the community.

Policy changes and building a strong network of 
relationships will help Portland and our region do 
our part in transitioning toward a more just and 
sustainable future. Find out more and join the 
movement at 350pdx.org.
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A new form of government went into effect in 
Portland in 2025, with twelve new city councilors 
representing four districts. 

Why are only Districts 3 and 4 up for election in 
2026?

City council elections will be staggered every 
two years, with Districts 3 and 4 having 
elections this year, and Districts 1 and 2 (and the 
mayor) being up for election in 2028. From then 
on, each city councilor and the mayor will have 
four-year terms. In November 2026, Districts 3 
and 4 will each elect three city councilors.

Ranked Choice Voting

•	 Each voter can rank their favorite six 
candidates in order of preference. 

•	 Choose one candidate for each ranking 
(1–6). 

•	 Only rank candidates you support and would 
feel comfortable electing. 

•	 Do not rank candidates you would not want 
to see in office. If your values only align with 
4 candidates, only rank those 4.

Portland
Elections 2026
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Candidate 
Questions
Each candidate who filed to run for Portland City 
Council and City Auditor was contacted with 
the opportunity to respond to our questionnaire. 
Candidate responses are included verbatim.

All Candidates were invited to submit a statement 
about their policy priorities relating to climate 
change, environmental justice, and/or sustainability, 
with encouragement to be specific about their policy 
goals. They were referred to 350PDX’s Climate 
Justice Platform 2026 and encouraged to endorse it 
if it aligns with their values.

Additionally, City Council Candidates were asked to 
respond yes or no to the following question:

“As a Portland City Councilor, will you protect 
the Portland Clean Energy Community Benefits 
Fund (PCEF), ensuring it is not diverted through 
the budget or other processes to outside 
purposes, and retaining its climate focus in line 
with what voters intended?”

Finally, incumbent City Council candidates received 
a climate justice score based on their voting record. 
These scores our listed in the Scorecard section of 
this document and on each candidate’s profile.
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Timothy (T.J.) Anderson
Eli Arnold
Olivia Clark
Jamey Evenstar
John J. Goldsmith
Mitch Green
Josh Leake
John McDonald
Matt Schulte
Jeremy Beausoleil Smith
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District 4
Timothy (T.J.) 
Anderson
tjandersonforportland.com

Endorsed 350PDX 
CJ Platform?

Statement: My approach to climate change, environmental 
justice, and sustainability would focus on 

practical investments that improve Portland’s environment 
while also providing value to residents. I believe 
environmental policy should be measured not only by its 
goals, but by whether it produces meaningful results and 
makes good use of public resources.

I would support expanding tree canopy and shade in 
neighborhoods that need it most, improving public 
transportation and pedestrian infrastructure, and investing 
in energy efficiency that can reduce long-term costs for 
residents and businesses. I would also support making 
Portland’s buildings more energy efficient when the 
requirements are practical, predictable, and paired with 
ways to reduce the financial burden on property owners and 
tenants.

I would also support looking for opportunities where 
environmental improvements and economic development 
can work together. This could include incentives for 
businesses that invest in cleaner technology, energy 
efficiency, and sustainable production, particularly when 

Yes

Will you protect PCEF? Yes
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those investments create jobs and strengthen Portland’s 
economy. I would also support improving the efficiency of city 
operations, including transportation, buildings, and energy 
use, before asking taxpayers to fund entirely new programs.
Environmental justice should mean that all Portland 
neighborhoods have access to clean air, safe public 
spaces, reliable transportation, trees, and protection from 
environmental hazards. I would prioritize investments based 
on where the need is greatest rather than applying the same 
approach everywhere. I would also prioritize improving the 
health of the Willamette River and Portland’s natural areas 
while recognizing the importance of the river and industrial 
areas to our economy.

Climate resilience should also be part of how we plan for 
major events, including earthquakes, extreme heat, and 
other emergencies. Most importantly, I would want the city 
to measure the results of its environmental investments. 
Programs should have clear goals, transparent spending, and 
regular reviews to determine what is working. We can pursue 
meaningful environmental progress while keeping Portland 
affordable, sustainable, and economically competitive.
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District 4

Eli 
Arnold
eliforportland.com

Endorsed 350PDX 
CJ Platform?

Statement: I view politics through a lens of responsibility and 
stewardship.  We spend a great deal of time and 

energy in conflict over decisions that impact our community 
on a four year timeline.  Environmental policy choices can 
echo for millenia.  

We must address the risk at the CEI Hub to protect the lives 
of the people living nearby and the health of the river.  We 
have a known danger and a responsibility to ask.  We must 
continue with risk bonding, holding companies liable when 
they fail to follow the rules, and making sure they internalize 
risks they create. 

We should use PCEF funds to achieve fareless transit.  PCEF 
brings in several times more money than Trimet does in fares.  
Fareless transit would increase ridership, decrease pollution, 
and reduce costs for low income residents.

Portland should seek to become the global leader in green 
building by creating a model building code and making 
permitting of sustainable designs simple and appealing.

I support improving access along the Willamette wherever 

Will you protect PCEF?

Partial

Yes
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possible. 

Portland must prepare for the impacts of climate change.  We 
need to mitigate wildfire risk.  We need to retool our efforts on 
expanding the urban tree canopy.  

Future generations are going to live with serious impacts from 
climate change and we have a responsibility to act.
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District 4

Olivia 
Clark
OliviaforPortland.com

Will you protect PCEF?

Incumbent 
CJ Score:

There are many issues linked to climate change, 
environmental justice and/or sustainability but I 

will list just three that interest me the most and where I have 
been a leader.

First is the CEI Hub.  This has been a policy priority for 
me since I was elected.  It is a climate change issue, 
environmental justice issue, a safety issue and an economic 
issue.  I introduced a successful budget amendment to 
commit additional resources to working on this issue.  I will 
continue to advocate for a draw down and decommissioning 
of the dormant tanks.  This must go hand-in-hand with 
increased support for other energy strategies if we are ever to 
meet our goals.

Second, I am deeply concerned with the future of TriMet, 
particularly given that the transportation sector is responsible 
for at least 1/3 of our emissions.  As someone who 
successfully secured the resources to build the Tilicum 
bridge and two light rail lines, I am painfully aware of service 
cut backs.  This is a climate issue, environmental equity 
issue and economic issue at the very least.  I am interested in 
pursuing PCEF funds for TriMet (which is why I marked “no” 

No 55.0%Endorsed 350PDX 
CJ Platform?

Statement:

No
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on the following question).  Supporting  and expanding transit 
services in our region should fall squarely in the PCEF goals.

Last, I want to ensure that our bureaus are climate resilient 
and prepared for the impacts of climate change and care for 
the $85 billion in deteriorating assets that we all own (this 
includes parks).  As Chair of the Public Works Committee 
(formerly Transportation and Infrastructure) I have been the 
leader on asset management and passed a budget ordinance 
requiring the City to develop both an asset management 
plan, followed by a finance plan.  I was also the leader of the 
ordinances to establish a transportation utility fee and a street 
damage restoration fee as well as the sidewalk improvement 
program.
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District 4

Jamey 
Evenstar
evenstarforportland.com

Endorsed 350PDX 
CJ Platform?

Statement: I’ve committed to the 350PDX Climate Justice 
Platform, and it’s where I’ll take my priority 

actions from on council. My first priority is fixing how the 
city governs climate work at all. Right now, climate policy is 
scattered without clear direction. Council needs to give the 
administration explicit, intentional direction on climate justice 
priorities, prioritize the development of an updated Climate 
Action Plan, and put real resources behind the newly created 
Sustainability Office so it has the staff and oversight authority 
to actually deliver on that plan. 
On the CEI Hub, I support the current efforts to regulate 
bulk fuel storage there but the current City proposal 
needs amendments. I’d close the transloading loophole 
that lets facilities expand capacity for “”renewable fuels”” 
without triggering the same seismic and safety standards 
as traditional fuel storage, and I’d make seismic retrofits 
mandatory, not encouraged. A drawdown timeline matters 
too: ours should align with the state’s own commitment to a 
70% reduction by 2050. What’s on the table now is too little 
and too slow.

Beyond the Hub, I’d restrict data center expansion given 
the strain these facilities put on our grid and water systems, 

Yes

Will you protect PCEF? Yes
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and I’d back energy workers’ unions building a skilled green 
energy workforce here in Portland. I want regulations and 
assistance that keep energy affordable for renters and 
working families, not just homeowners, and investment 
in the grid toward community solar and harm reduction in 
our existing fossil fuel systems. I’d also push back hard on 
falsely advertised ”biofuels” and other so-called renewables 
that function as greenwashing rather than real emissions 
reduction. And I want to see community resilience built in 
directly, through micro energy hubs and battery backup 
plans so neighborhoods aren’t left without power during 
emergencies.
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District 4

John J. 
Goldsmith

Endorsed 350PDX 
CJ Platform?

Statement: My biggest concern is the CEI HUB and the 
‘Sacrifice Zone’ that I live in. The 6 mile  NW 

Zone and its polluting companies exploit resources, extract 
massive profits, while citizens experience a decrease 
in our quality of life. Our local air, soil and water is very 
contaminated from nearly 200 years of environmental 
pollution. In 2024, I decided to run for public office for the first 
time, primarily due to the pressing environmental concerns 
and the impending Cascadia Subduction earthquake that 
many of us are not prepared for. The corporate villain, 
Zenith Energy, was a main talking point in 2024. Since then 
I continue to bring public awareness regarding the Texan 
company’s repeated lies and violations since 2018. Today, 
at City Hall, I provided public testimony against the current 
franchise agreement attempts with Zenith and I-Squared 
private equity. Councilors Green and Morrillo, continue to 
push against the unbridled polluters. I am dismayed with 
Mayor Wilson’s proposal for the two companies, and as a 
transportation CEO, this elected leader is leaving Portlanders 
behind while he uplifts the corporate profiteers. 

Secondly, preserving, landmarking and improving the Lloyd 
Center Mall and Ice Rink is important for many reasons, but 

No

Will you protect PCEF? Yes
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primarily as an essential public function as a cooling center 
for emergencies. If elected, I will vote “NO” on the Demolition 
Permit that will come to the council’s final vote in December 
2026. Besides being a cultural and economic hub, the Lloyd 
Center underwent a massive energy efficiency renovation in 
2018 at the tune of $50 million dollars. To send this improved 
site to landfill, while Oregon is experiencing the worst fire 
season in recorded history is a travesty. A cooling center that 
provides clean, filtered air, in over 1.5 miles of covered space 
in a transit rich area must not be overlooked. Similar to the 
I-Squared private equity firm, another firm, KKR, acquired the 
financially distressed mall with the sole desire to flatten it, and 
to develop it for a profit. I see this mall as a prime example of 
how we can utilize the Portland Clean Energy Fund (PCEF) to 
publicly acquire the “People’s Mall - America’s Kookiest Mall 
with an Ice Skating Rink”. 

PCEF monies should not be used for the Moda Center 
renovation or to fund the police. Voters approved this tax for 
environmental repair, and I’ll defend the premise. I propose 
PCEF monies go toward transportation, specifically paying 
individuals for Trimet ridership. This national first is a solution 
that we need. Basically, pay riders to use buses, trains 
and light rail, for example, 50 cents per ride, 25 per bridge 
crossing, at a monthly cap pay out of $28. The PCEF money 
would alleviate poverty, an effect of environmental injustice, 
and take cars off our roads and faulty infrastructure. Lastly, 
I would advocate on behalf of the crows and have our tax 
dollars removed from the Clean and Safe budget line item for 
the falconry service that harasses, scares and intimidates our 
local population. I, full throatedly, supported the foie gras ban. 
I advocate for the banning of the consumption of squid and 
octopus, as they are sentient creatures and I would bring that 
to council for a vote.
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District 4

Mitch 
Green
mitch4portland.com

Will you protect PCEF?

Incumbent 
CJ Score:

Building a city that is at the forefront of climate 
leadership is a top priority of mine. That means 

we need an holistic approach to land use, zoning, and broad 
policy-setting objectives that collectively contribute to climate 
resiliency and a reduction of fossil-fuel reliance. Particular 
interests include an aggressive drawdown at the CEI Hub 
of fossil fuels and other potential hazardous materials that 
would threaten the river and the community in the event of 
an earthquake, protecting our urban forests, and supporting 
funding for transit. I’ll continue to promote the develop of 
densification of the city to allow for more people to live a 
car-free life. I’m actively developing a data center ban policy 
framework with Councilor Koyama Lane, because I believe 
that the city needs to lead on ensuring that when we add 
renewable energy to the grid it should contribute to reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions, not serve data center load. 
Broadly, it is my commitment that when we approach climate 
policy we do so in partnership with the climate movement. 

I have a strong interest in building the administrative capacity 
to implement climate policy, with an eye toward developing 
a new Climate Action Plan that meets the moment. Most 
immediately I believe that administrative capacity needs to 

Yes 95.8%Endorsed 350PDX 
CJ Platform?

Statement:

Yes
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be vested in the Sustainability Office, and adopting policies 
that empower and protect it. As a councilor I will continue to 
pursue oversight of the City Administration when they violate 
these policies, or attempt to undermine the will of council or 
the community in advancing real climate solutions for our city. 
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District 4

Josh 
Leake
joshforportland.com

Endorsed 350PDX 
CJ Platform?

Statement: Climate, Environmental Justice, and 
Sustainability — Josh Leake, District 4

I’ve spent years telling Portland’s environmental stories on 
film. One documentary followed Oregon’s landmark Bottle Bill 
and the people who depend on it; for many of our poor and 
unhoused neighbors, returning cans is real income. Another 
followed the first company to build shoes from recycled 
materials. The thread running through both is simple: people 
do what we reward them for. If we want less waste, cleaner air, 
and fewer cars, we have to make those choices the easy and 
affordable ones.

Make transit free. Transportation is Oregon’s largest source 
of emissions, and District 4 carries a heavy share of the 
region’s traffic through downtown, the South Waterfront, 
and the West Hills. The fastest way to get cars off the road 
is to make the alternative cost nothing. I will push the City 
to partner with TriMet and pursue state and federal funds to 
move toward fare-free transit, starting with youth, seniors, 
and low-income riders.

Put the freeways underground. I will not support widening 

No

Will you protect PCEF? Yes



350PDX Climate Justice
Voter Guide 2026 20

freeways; decades of evidence show it doesn’t reduce 
congestion. Instead, Portland should do what cities from 
Boston to Seoul have done: remove the freeways that wall off 
our rivers and move them underground. I-5 on the east bank 
and the I-405 and I-5 corridors through the South Waterfront 
occupy hundreds of acres of state-owned land along the 
Willamette. Reclaiming that land gives Portland room for 
parks, tree canopy, and thousands of homes beside our 
river, and I have a plan to bring it into public use at no cost to 
Portland taxpayers. Ask me how.

Clean up District 4’s air. Our district sits downwind of the 
Critical Energy Infrastructure Hub, where hundreds of millions 
of gallons of fuel sit on liquefiable soil in an earthquake zone. 
I support drawing down fossil fuel storage at the hub, ending 
crude-by-rail through our neighborhoods, and requiring real 
seismic accountability from operators. I also want the City to 
press the Governor on stricter high-particulate fuel standards, 
following California’s lead, and to expand real-time air 
monitoring in Northwest and Southwest Portland.

Give people somewhere safe to go. During wildfire smoke and 
heat events, too many Portlanders, especially those living 
outside or in older buildings without filtration, have nowhere 
to go. I will work to fund a network of clean-air and cooling 
shelters in every district using libraries, community centers, 
and underused public buildings, and I support continuous 
funding for the Urban Forest Plan so shade reaches the 
neighborhoods that have the least of it.

Keep PCEF focused on its purpose. The Portland Clean 
Energy Community Benefits Fund should remain a climate 
and environmental-justice fund, with jobs going to the 
communities it was built to serve. I will not support raiding it to 
backfill unrelated budget holes.

Incentives work. Oregon proved that in 1971 with the Bottle 
Bill. It’s time to apply the same thinking to how we move, 
breathe, and stay safe in a changing climate.
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John 
McDonald

Endorsed 350PDX 
CJ Platform?

Statement: When I moved to Portland eight years ago, I gave 
up my beloved Jeep Cherokee and settled into a 

one car household. I use public transportation for the majority 
of my city travels and know that a reliable public transit 
system cuts expenses, lowers greenhouse emissions and 
improves our quality of life. 

I look forward to working with PBOT and TriMet to bring more 
eco-friendly vehicles into service and support transit-oriented 
development. 

Climate change is real and protecting our environment is a 
shared responsibility. That’s why I will consult with experts 
in the industry to come up with solutions to ending our 
dependence on fossil fuels. As a councilor, I will advocate 
for lowering the storage capacity at the CEI Hub and explore 
options for relocating the tanks, while protecting the PCEF 
from raiders with conflicting interests. 

I’ve always been a big proponent of recycling (enjoy it as a 
matter of fact), reducing waste, conserving water and energy 
supplies and fighting pollution. I was raised on the Forest 
Service’s Woodsy Owl campaign of ‘Give a Hoot, Don’t 

Yes

Will you protect PCEF? Yes

350PDX Climate Justice
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Pollute’ which is something I take to heart every day. 
Rest assured that fixing sidewalks, planting trees, 
encouraging bicycling and following green building codes will 
be central components of my agenda. 

By using a passionate voice based on lived experiences in 
our great outdoors, John McDonald will be a strong leader for 
the Climate Justice movement.
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Matt 
Schulte
mattschulte.org

Endorsed 350PDX 
CJ Platform?

Statement: I have a climate initiative called the Grid-
Connected Core that addresses the coming 

Building Performance Standard. Instead of leaving each 
building owner to comply ad hoc, I am proposing an 
aggregated approach to drive the costs down, but then turn 
those “buildings into batteries”, turning downtown into a part 
of the NW energy infrastructure. This is potentially years of 
union labor for PCEF priority communities. I look forward to 
discussing this with you in detail.

I am also proposing what I am calling a Load-Value Standard. 
A megawatt used by a data center produces far fewer jobs 
and community benefit than, say, a megawatt used by a 
research lab. I support a temporary ban on data centers until 
we can institute some sort of measure like this that makes 
clear what public investment is buying, or private investment 
is doing.

At both the CEI Hub and Ross Island, I feel a lack of urgency 
and leadership. There is already a solution to the Ross Island 
algae blooms as far as I can tell, that only seems to be held 
up by private commercial interests who should not be allowed 
(if this is the case) to stop the restoration of flow because 

No

Will you protect PCEF? Yes
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they “don’t like the design” when this is causing dramatic 
harm to our river. I will also address the CEI Hub in the coming 
days, but I feel that connecting permitted capacity to demand 
needs to be addressed.

Overall, I support the objectives of your platform, though I will 
admit I have a lot to learn. Thank you for this opportunity!



District 4

Jeremy 
Beausoleil 
Smith
jeremy4pdx.com

Endorsed 350PDX 
CJ Platform?

Statement: Climate Change is the defining issue of our 
time and we don’t have any time to waste when 

it comes to achieving our 2050 net zero community wide 
greenhouse gas emissions goal. To reach that milestone 
we need a Green New Deal for Portland that includes a Just 
Transition to a Renewable Energy Economy, rapid buildout 
of net zero, affordable, and Social Housing, and investment 
in pedestrian, cyclist, and mass transit infrastructure so 
Portlanders can get where they need to be, when they need 
to be there.

We must address the existential threat of the Critical Energy 
Infrastructure Hub. There is no amount of fuel that can be 
stored there safely and Zenith’s illegal actions are indicative 
of the disregard fossil fuel corporations have for the safety 
of our people, animals, and habitats. To ensure the safety 
of Portlanders, we must develop a full drawdown plan at 
the Critical Energy Infrastructure Hub. This drawdown plan 
must be performed in conjunction with a Just Transition to a 
Renewable Energy Economy with good paying, union jobs 
that will help us meet our 2050 net zero goal and no longer 
depend on the Critical Energy Infrastructure Hub’s Fossil 
Fuels.

Yes

Will you protect PCEF? Yes

350PDX Climate Justice
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We must address the Ross Island Toxic Algae Blooms by 
holding Ross Island Sand and Gravel and Robert Pamplin 
financially accountable to dredge flushing channels and stop 
the blooms. Once the Ross Island Archipelago is under public 
ownership we have the opportunity to create the Ross Island 
Ecological Park, a world class nature reserve in the heart 
of our city that would be managed along with Oaks Bottom 
Wildlife Refuge under a single Natural Resource Management 
Plan.

We must protect Forest Park and explore Municipalization 
of Our Power Grid to create a Portland where we can 
democratically elect the board that controls what electrical 
infrastructure projects are approved and who pays for them. 
We cannot depend on Corporations like Portland General 
Electric to have our best interests in mind as they have a 
fiduciary responsibility to shareholders to make a profit. That 
drive to make profit causes corporations to prioritize Data 
Centers over Portlanders and because of that we need a Data 
Center Moratorium NOW. Access to energy is a human right 
and it should be both accessible and affordable.

We are so lucky to live alongside such a wide variety of plant 
and animal life and we must do everything in our power to 
conserve and protect our citywide ecosystem. Portland is a 
city worth fighting for and I know our best days are ahead of 
us. I believe in a fully sustainable Portland by 2050 and that is 
the future I want to build with you.
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City Auditor

Simone 
Rede
simoneforauditor.com

Statement: As a public watchdog who follows government 
auditing standards that require me to be 

independent from the areas I review, I can’t take policy positions 
or advocate for them. But I can examine areas that matter to 
our communities and highlight ways to improve them in audit 
reports. My audit of Portland’s climate justice approach offers 
an example of a recent audit I’ve pursued of the City that 
overlaps with 350PDX policy priorities. The February 2026 
Climate Justice audit examined how the City prioritized and 
coordinated its climate work. The audit found that centralized 
authority and defined coordination structures would help the 
City follow through on its climate commitments. And, a realistic 
funding plan could help overcome the challenge of addressing 
competing priorities. These changes would provide clearer 
direction to bureaus and help to better prioritize and coordinate 
climate work. The audit also examined whether the City 
considered the impacts of climate change on the community 
and how the City integrated community involvement into its 
climate work. Developing a climate adaptation strategy would 
help the City more effectively address community impacts, 
while increased transparency could help build trust with external 
partners to help ensure climate actions are implemented. 
Guidance from a community engagement strategy could also 
help achieve climate goals. The audit recommended that City 
leadership provide clearer direction to ensure the City follows 
through on its climate commitments. It also recommended that 
City leadership work in collaboration with the Sustainability and 
Climate Commission to more effectively address community 
climate impacts and build trust with external groups.
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Incumbent Candidate 
Scorecard

Emily
Clark
55%

Mitch
Green
95.8%

Eric 
Zimmerman
50%
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Ordinance, Resolution, and 
Amendment Descriptions
The ordinance, resolution, and amendment votes included in the 
scorecard are described below. The portion of our 2024 Climate Justice 
Platform (CJP) that relates to that vote is indicated.
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Ballot Measure 26-267

Participatory 
Budgeting
your2centspdx.com

Endorsed by 350PDX?: Yes

About: Measure 26-267 is a November 2026 ballot measure 
that would provide all Portlanders the chance to 

help decide how to spend 2% of the City’s discretionary 
budget. Want to fund neighborhood park projects, street 
improvements, or affordable after-school programs? 
You and other Portlanders decide! The Your2Cents PDX 
campaign would finally bring participatory budgeting to 
Portland, a proven method of expanding transparency, 
accountability, and participation practiced by over 7,000 
localities around the world. Dozens of cities in the United 
States have already instituted participatory budgeting, 
including New York, Boston, St. Louis, and Seattle. Pilot 
programs in Portland have been well received. Learn more 
about participatory budgeting at the Climate Resilience 
Project (climateresilienceproject.org/strategies/participatory-
budgeting).

The participatory budgeting process will improve Portlanders’ 
ability to directly invest in meaningful change for a healthier 
environment and climate, benefitting those who need it most.

In a nutshell, PB is a way to strengthen democracy in the 
annual budgeting process, which is not accessible to the 
average Portland resident.




