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This is to inform you of an important moment of opportunity with Oregon’s Board of Forestry; we think it deserves 
close attention from media. We hope you will find the information of interest and useful, and we can provide 
additional facts and details for added depth. 

What is the Oregon Board of Forestry (BOF)? 
The BOF is a seven-member citizen board whose mission is ostensibly to “lead Oregon in implementing policies 
and programs that promote sustainable management of Oregon's public and private forests.” The BOF’s roles 
include supervising all matters of state forest policy, reviewing, revising and adopting rules regulating forest 
practices, and managing 640,000 acres of state forest land. It also appoints and supervises the State Forester, 
who manages the Oregon Department of Forestry (ODF). All of this is critical to the shape of forestry in Oregon, 
and has a large influence on water quality, ecological integrity, and Oregon’s strategy and actions around climate 
change.  
 

BOF policies and practices spring from a long history of extractive forestry in Oregon.  The timber industry 
has historically had more influence over this board than other stakeholders, with membership leaning towards 
people with strong industry ties. Board decisions have long favored short-term timber profits at the expense of 
other forest values that most Oregonians hold dear — climate change mitigation, the health of community water 
supplies, and wildlife habitat. 
 

Why is this important right now? 
Over half of the board is turning over this year. Two of the members’ terms officially expired in February 
2020, and two others expired in December 2020. Governor Brown proposed nominees to replace them in June 
and September, but they were blocked in committee, and not advanced to the Senate for a vote. This means 
that four spots remain vacant, leaving the Board short of quorum numbers to carry out business. 
 
A new slate of three nominees was named by Gov. Brown yesterday evening.  The three nominees are: 

 Ben Deumling, owner and President of Zena Forest Products, a family-owned business focused 
on ecological forestry. 

 Karla Chambers, co-owner of Stahlbush Farms, whose forestry experience includes serving on 
the board of Hampton Lumber and on Gov. Brown’s Council on Wildfire Response (2019). 

 Chandra Ferrari, attorney and water policy director at Trout Unlimited.  
These nominees will now be subject to confirmation in the Senate.  
 
This could be a tipping point in state forestry. This is a rare opportunity to create a more balanced board that 
makes rules and recommendations grounded in solid science, and for the greatest possible good, rather than 
for special interests. The proposed slate brings three very different perspectives to the table.  
 

A nominee for the fourth seat has not yet been named. Oregon needs a Board of Forestry with balanced 
representation of all stakeholders in forest health and sustainability, including climate scientists, ecologists, and 
more diverse voices such as native tribal members and other BIPOC people.  We hope that the fourth nominee 
will bring a deep knowledge of climate science to the Board as we face the climate crisis.  
 



Additional Context: 
 
Oregon has fallen behind in the reduction of carbon emissions to meet our stated climate goals and preserve a 
livable climate. Forests in Western Oregon can store as much carbon per acre as any forest ecosystem in the 
world — on par with the Amazon rainforest. This means leaving more trees in the ground, where they store 
carbon, rather than harvesting them, which releases most of their stored carbon into the atmosphere. A 
substantially changed Board of Forestry can help make this happen. 
  
The BOF isn’t working for Oregonians. 
The Board has failed to take concrete action to increase forest carbon storage in Oregon, despite their 
longstanding mandate to do so. Under the Board’s supervision, the State Forester has failed to show leadership 
in addressing forest carbon storage. The current set of Annual Operating Plans for state forests prescribes clear-
cut harvests on short rotations of approximately 50 years and prioritizes short-term timber targets over carbon 
storage. Governor Brown’s Executive Order 20-04 instructed ODF to plan for the impacts of climate change and 
take actions to encourage carbon sequestration and storage, but the ODF’s response failed to meaningfully 
address logging practices that limit carbon storage. Industrial logging practices allowed by the Board also harm 
Oregonians by contaminating community drinking water with pesticides and sediment, exacerbating the impacts 
of droughts and flooding, and increasing the risk of extreme wildfire seasons, as we saw this past September. 
 
Who is on the board now? 
The three remaining members, who are in the middle of their first term are: Brenda McComb, Professor Emerita 
at OSU whose research focuses on forest ecology; Joe Justice, a Region Manager for the Hancock Timber 
Resource Group, a large TIMO (timber investment management organization) that manages 5.4 million acres of 
land worldwide; and Jim Kelly, a Portland-raised entrepreneur with a history of civic engagement who currently 
operates a ranch producing grass-fed beef in eastern Oregon.  
 
Forests are our best bet to fight the climate crisis. 
Oregon’s forests can capture and store an enormous amount of carbon and help reduce atmospheric CO2. 
However, lands in Oregon subject to industrial logging store only about one-third of their potential.  Furthermore, 
an OSU study found that logging accounts for roughly 35% of Oregon's total carbon emissions each year. This 
includes emissions from fossil fuels used for harvesting, transporting, and processing, as well as more than half 
of the carbon in the harvested wood being released as residues are burned or left to decompose - meaning wood 
products store only a fraction of the carbon stored in unlogged trees.  
 


