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“Life after a Green New Deal would be a world of free healthcare and childcare, cheap and beautiful 
public housing, first-class public transport infrastructure, well-funded arts programs and ample 
leisure time.”  Clare Hymer, Novara Media  2

 

The Green New Deal: creating the care infrastructure for a just transition 
 
What do Medicare for All,  universal child care,  child care subsidies for low income households 3 4

(HB 2348) and paid family and medical leave (HB 2005-3)  have to do with climate policy? They 5

represent parts of the ‘care infrastructure’ we need to allow people to live with dignity now, survive 
climate change tomorrow, and fully decarbonize our society over the next ten years.  
 
As the Pacific NW climate movement takes aim at fossil fuel projects, many advocate a just 
transition  for workers who would no longer build LNG plants and pipelines, but instead would 6

1 Sunrise Movement, used with permission.  
2 Hymer, Clare. 2019. The UK Needs a Green New Deal, And It Stands Within Our Grasp. January 21. Novara Media. 
Retrieved from: 
https://novaramedia.com/2019/01/21/the-uk-needs-a-green-new-deal-and-it-stands-within-our-grasp/. Hymer is 
paraphrasing Kate Aronoff’s article With a Green New Deal, here’s what the world could look like for the next 
generation. The Intercept. December 5, 2018. Available at: 
 https://theintercept.com/2018/12/05/green-new-deal-proposal-impacts/. 
3 See Rep. Pramila Jayapal’s proposal: https://jayapal.house.gov/medicare-for-all/ 
4 See, Elizabeth Warren’s proposal: 
https://www.warren.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Universal_Child_Care_Policy_Brief_2019.pdf 
5 These two bills are currently in the House Ways and Means Subcommittee. The first is promoted by Family Forward 
Action and the second by the Time to Care coalition. Retrieved from: 
https://www.familyforwardaction.org/child-care-action/; http://www.timefororegon.org/our-team/ 
6 See Pollin, Robert et al. 2017. A Green New Deal for Washington State. University of Massachusetts Amherst, 
Department of Economics and Political Economy Research Institute; Lipman, Zoe. 2019. A strong work-centered 
climate agenda must be central to addressing the next recession. June 12. Economic Policy Institute.  Retrieved from:  
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install solar panels or build high speed rail lines. But being able to build green infrastructure requires 
a scaffold of care: someone to take care of the kids while you’re at work, the time off you need to 
help your father, health care you can afford.   
 
That scaffold is largely missing in the US. Among OECD countries, the US is second to last, just 
ahead of Turkey, in public spending specifically aimed to benefit families and children.  7

Consequently, in the US, the net child care costs of a couple earning minimum wage amount to 65% 
of household income. For a lone parent, it’s much worse.    8

 
In the home, US women do the majority of care giving and housekeeping tasks. With paid labor, 
household labor, and emotional labor, women do a triple shift. Across society, the absence of a care 
infrastructure weighs disproportionately on women, indigenous, Black, and people of color.  Indeed, 
the failure to dedicate spending toward family benefits in this country sends younger, lower income 
households with children toward poverty.  9

 
In our economy, characterized by wage stagnation, contract work, and privatized basic needs 
(housing, internet, health care, transportation), it’s difficult to cover necessities, let alone child care. 
This is particularly true if you’re not a dual-income household. In Harney County, the monthly cost 
of child care for two kids is about $1,123 – far beyond the ability of a full time minimum wage 
worker to afford.   10

 
If your income earning potential is higher than the cost of child care, it makes sense to pay for care, 
assuming its available.   But that option exists in part because many child care jobs, filled 11

disproportionately by women of color, are low paid. Child care workers in all states earn less than 
two-thirds of the median wage for all occupations – on average about $10.72/hour.  The need for 12

universal, public, 24/7 child care and living wages for child care workers is clear. Attention to the 
struggles of households in need of child care as well as to the circumstances of workers who 

https://www.epi.org/blog/a-strong-work-centered-climate-agenda-must-be-central-to-addressing-the-next-recession/  
7 Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development. 2019. Family benefits public spending. Retrieved from: 
https://data.oecd.org/socialexp/family-benefits-public-spending.htm 
8 OECD 2019. Net childcare costs. Retrieved from: https://data.oecd.org/benwage/net-childcare-costs.htm. OECD’s 
indicator measures the net childcare costs for parents using full-time, center-based childcare, after any benefits designed 
to reduce the gross childcare fees. Childcare benefits can be received in the form of childcare allowances, tax 
concessions, fee rebates and increases in other benefit entitlements. Net childcare costs are calculated for both couples 
and lone parents assuming two children aged 2 and 3. For couples, one parent earns 67% of the average wage whereas 
the other earns either minimum wage, 67% or 100% of the average wage. 
9 Bruenig, Matt. 2019. Family Fun Pack. People’s Policy Project. Retrieved from: 
https://www.peoplespolicyproject.org/projects/family-fun-pack/ 
10 Bauer, Janet. 2018. Family budget calculator shows child care costs overwhelm households throughout Oregon. March 
6. Oregon Center for Public Policy. Retrieved from: 
https://www.ocpp.org/2018/03/06/family-budget-calculator-shows-child-care-costs/ 
11 “There are 8 infants and toddlers and 3 preschool-age children for a single child care slot in Oregon. 3/4 of Oregon 
counties have fewer than 25% publicly funded regulated infant/toddler slots.” Pratt, Megan et al. 2019. Oregon’s Child 
Care Deserts: Mapping Supply by Age Group, Metropolitan Status, and Percentage of Publicly Funded Slots. Oregon 
State University, College of Public Health and Human Sciences, p. 22. 
12 Marcy Whitebook, Marcy et al. 2018. Early Childhood Workforce Index 2018. Center for the Study of Child Care 
Employment Institute for Research on Labor and Employment University of California, Berkeley. Retrieved from 
http://cscce.berkeley.edu/topic/early-childhood-work- force-index/2018/.  
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undertake this care should be a part of broad demand for decarbonization with social protection. 
 
We are facing threats to life. Under the neoliberal experiment of the past forty years, public goods 
have been cut and privatized. The outcome of austerity and the privatization of public needs has 
been to push the burden of care onto families and particularly women. The ability to provide life 
sustaining needs requires either family wealth or indebtedness.  And if that weren’t enough, the 13

changes necessary to extricate society from fossil fuel consumption, coupled with the impacts of 
climate change on our lives, will be enormously disruptive.  
 
Recognizing these threats and vulnerabilities, the Sunrise-AOC Green New Deal makes the case that 
increasing federal, socially supportive spending is climate policy. Public goods benefit the 99%, 
particularly those whose life chances are threatened by racism, class inequality, and patriarchy. Last 
Sunday, guests at the Sunrise PDX Town Hall echoed this idea.  (Re)building our care infrastructure 
would include well paid, universal child care as well as Medicare for All, universally excellent K-12 
education, free higher education, a jobs guarantee, and a well-funded public sector, among other 
measures.  These are climate policies with broad appeal.   14 15

 
As groups mobilize in support of the Sunrise/AOC Green New Deal, 350PDX is working with the 
Oregon Just Transition Alliance to create an Oregon Green New Deal coalition that, we hope, will 
include the organizations supporting HB 2348 (child care subsidies for low income households) and 
HB 2005-3 (paid family and medical leave).  You can show them that the climate justice movement 
is behind these policies at the links above.  
 
 
 

13 Cooper, Melinda. 2017. Family values: Between Neoliberalism and the New Social Conservatism. NY: Zone Books. Melinda 
Cooper refers to this policy as ‘asset-based welfare’ in which those without means are offered credit so that they may 
afford a home or higher education.  According to the Institute for Policy Studies, Racial disparities in wealth are such 
that the median white family has 41 times more wealth than the median Black family and 22 times more wealth than the 
median Latino family. Retrieved from: https://ips-dc.org/racial-wealth-divide-2019/ 
14 Klein, Naomi. 2019. A Message from the future with Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez. The Intercept. April 17  
Retrieved from: https://theintercept.com/2019/04/17/green-new-deal-short-film-alexandria-ocasio-cortez/; Arruzza, 
Cinzia et al. 2019. Feminism for the 99%. London, Verso.  Butler James. 2019. Interview with Dan Graeber: Bullshit jobs, 
direct democracy and the end of capitalism. Novara Media. Retrieved from: 
https://novaramedia.com/2019/02/01/david-graeber-bullshit-jobs-direct-democracy-the-end-of-capitalism/.  
15 Sunrise co-founder Evan Weber states “we will keep pushing for the biggest boldest vision possible, for solutions that 
are at the scale to the problem.”  Rather than start with a proposal weaker than the one we want, it’s strategically useful 
to demand the seemingly impossible.  Sunrise, he notes further, recognized that framing climate policy as “an historic 
opportunity to eliminate poverty is better than make polluters pay.” Available at: 
https://climate-xchange.org/2019/03/07/a-conversation-on-green-new-deal-with-evan-weber-and-david-roberts/. See 
also Huber, Matt. 2018. Building a “Green New Deal”: lessons from the original New Deal. November 19. Retrieved 
from: https://www.versobooks.com/blogs/4131-building-a-green-new-deal-lessons-from-the-original-new-deal.  
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